
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

STATE OF TEXAS                                          §  

  

COUNTY OF HOPKINS                   § 

 

 

 BE IT REMEMBERED on the 12th, day of APRIL 2021, there was conducted a 

REGULAR MEETING Public Meeting of the Honorable Commissioners’ Court of Hopkins 

County, Texas, on the 1st Floor, Commissioners’ Courtroom, in the Courthouse, 118 Church 

Street, City of Sulphur Springs, Texas, for the purpose of transacting any and all business that 

may lawfully be brought before the same.  

      

THE COURT MET AT:   PRESENT: 

 

           9:00 A.M.                    JUDGE NEWSOM__   ___________     

      COUNTY JUDGE 

       

       MICKEY BARKER                       __ 

      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 1 

 

      GREG ANGLIN  ________________ 

      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 2 

 

      WADE BARTLEY              _  ______ 

      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 3 

       

      JOE PRICE     __________________ 

      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 4 

 

 

      STACY RAGAN ___   ___DEPUTY_ 

      COUNTY CLERK  

 

      ABSENT: 

       _______________________       _____  

                                                                     

        

 

 

The meeting was called to order by County Judge Newsom. Marshal Endsley offered an 

invocation and County Judge Newsom lead the court and audience in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to The American Flag & Texas Flag.  

                                                                                                             

The Court considered the following matters as posted and filed for Record in the  

Office of the County Clerk on APRIL 8, 2021 at 3:30 P.M. County Judge Newsom Declared A 

Quorum With All Members Being Present.  
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 

i) APPROVE PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

 

 NO ACTION TAKEN 

 
 

ii) APPROVAL OF UTILITY EASEMENTS, BURIAL OF TELEPHONE CABLES AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF WATER DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES: 

 

a) THE COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A REQUEST FROM FARMERS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRICAL POWER 

DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES WHICH WILL CROSS COUNTY ROAD 1168 WHICH 

IS LOCATED 610 FEET WEST OF CR 1164 IN PRECINCT 1 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Barker seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously. To Consider And Approve A Request From Farmers Electric Cooperative, Inc. To 

Construct Electrical Power Distribution Facilities Which Will Cross County Road 1168 Which Is 

Located 610 Feet West Of CR 1164 In Precinct 1. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part 

Hereof. (Ex.1) 

 

b) THE COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A REQUEST FROM FARMERS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRICAL POWER 

DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES WHICH WILL CROSS COUNTY ROAD 2415 WHICH 

IS LOCATED 68 FEET SOUTH OF CR 2420 IN PRECINCT 2 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Barker seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously. To Consider And Approve A Request From Farmers Electric Cooperative, Inc. To 

Construct Electrical Power Distribution Facilities Which Will Cross County Road 2415 Which Is 

Located 68 Feet South Of CR 2420 In Precinct 2. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part 

Hereof. (Ex.2) 

 

c) THE COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A REQUEST FROM FARMERS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRICAL POWER 

DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES WHICH WILL CROSS COUNTY ROAD 3565 WHICH 

IS LOCATED 1229 FEET SOUTH OF CR 3566 IN PRECINCT 3 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Barker seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously. To Consider And Approve A Request From Farmers Electric Cooperative, Inc. To 

Construct Electrical Power Distribution Facilities Which Will Cross County Road 3565 Which Is 

Located 1229 Feet South Of CR 3566 In Precinct 3. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A 

Part Hereof. (Ex.3) 
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d) THE COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A REQUEST FROM GAFFORD 

CHAPEL WATER SUPPLY TO CONSTRUCT A 2-INCH WATER LINE ON THE 

WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY OF CR 4730 WHICH IS LOCATED 1100 FEET SOUTH OF 

THE INTERSECTION OF CR 4728 AND CR 4730 IN PRECINCT 4 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Barker seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously. To Consider And Approve A Request From Gafford Chapel Water Supply To 

Construct A 2-Inch Water Line On The West Right-Of-Way Of CR 4730 Which Is Located 1100 

Feet South Of The Intersection Of CR 4728 And CR 4730 In Precinct 4. A Copy Is Attached 

Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.4) 

 

e) THE COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A REQUEST FROM FARMERS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRICAL POWER 

DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES WHICH WILL CROSS COUNTY ROAD 3506 WHICH 

IS LOCATED 1631 FEET WEST OF CR 3509 IN PRECINCT 3 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Barker seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously. To Consider And Approve A Request From Farmers Electric Cooperative, Inc. To 

Construct Electrical Power Distribution Facilities Which Will Cross County Road 3506 Which Is 

Located 1631 Feet West Of CR 3509 In Precinct 3. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A 

Part Hereof. (Ex.5) 

 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

 

 County Judge Newsom Recognized The CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) 

Volunteers And Proclaimed That April Is Child Abuse Prevention Month In Hopkins County. A 

Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.6) 

 

 A Representative For The Citizens Of Dike Presented The Court With A List Of 

Questions From Citizens Of Dike That Weren’t Answered At The Meeting With Dike Citizens 

And The Commissioners Concerning The Solar Farm Going Into Dike. 

 

 Michele Barnes From Dike Tx. Spoke And Stated Her Concerns With The Safety Of 

Dike Residents With The Solar Farm And The Type Of Solar Panels That Are Going To Be 

Used. 

 

 Tim Ford, One Of The Land Owners For The Hopkins County Solar Panel, Spoke And 

Thanked The Judge And Commissioners For Their Work With The Solar Farm. 
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OTHER COUNTY BUSINESS 

 

i) COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE OUTSIDE AUDIT PERFORMED BY 

RUTLEDGE, CRAIN & COMPANY, PC 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Price, seconded by Commissioner Anglin and carried 

unanimously, To Consider And Approve The Outside Audit Performed By Rutledge, Crain & 

Company, PC. Lewis Crain Spoke & Stated MD&A Analyzes Financial Statements & Lets You 

Know How You Did From One Year To The Other. There Was A 2.5 Million Dollar Change 

From 2019 To 2020 Due To Grants. There Was A 2.8 Million Dollar Jump In Expenditures And 

We Came Out Ahead 1.5 Million Overall. As A Whole We Came Out $786,000 Ahead Overall 

The County. The General Fund Shows A Loss Of $133,000 Because 2.3 Million Dollars Was 

Transferred Out To The Other Funds. Hopkins County Took In Revenues Of $357,000 Which Is 

Almost $358,000 More Than What We Budgeted. Pension Liability Dropped From 7.8 Million 

To 4.6 Million, Almost A 40% Reduction.  

 

ii) COURT TO ACKNOWLEDGE JOHN BEADLE, CONSTABLE OF PRECINCT 2 

FOR SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING 40 HOURS OF EDUCATIONAL TRAINING 

THROUGH THE COURSE-NEWLY ELECTED CONSTABLES TCOLE #3742 HELD 

MARCH 8-12, 2021 AND 8 HOURS OF THE COURT SECURITY OFFICER TCOLE 

COURSE 10999 HELD MARCH 29, 2021 

 

 The Court To Acknowledge John Beadle, Constable Of Precinct 2 For Successfully 

Completing 40 Hours Of Educational Training Through The Course-Newly Elected Constables 

TCOLE #3742 Held March 8-12, 2021 And 8 Hours Of The Court Security Officer TCOLE 

Course 10999 Held March 29, 2021. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. 

(Ex.7)  

 

iii) COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE REPAIRS/REPLACEMENT OF THE 

HVAC LOCATED AT THE HOPKINS COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

 

 Upon motion by County Judge Newsom, seconded by Commissioner Barker and carried 

unanimously, Court To Consider And Approve The Repairs/Replacement Of The HVAC 

Located At The Hopkins County Courthouse. Auditor Shannah Aulsbrook Spoke And Stated 

Tom Glosup Emailed Her The Quote Of $44,675 To Replace 2 Systems Through Professional 

Services.   

 

iv) COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A PROPOSAL FOR A BUILDING 

CONSULTING FIRM FOR COUNTY BUILDINGS 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Anglin, seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously, To Consider And Approve A Proposal For A Building Consulting Firm For 

County Buildings. Auditor Shannah Aulsbrook Spoke And Stated Tom Glosup Will Go To All 

County Buildings Monthly, Except The Precinct Buildings, To See What/If Anything Needs To 

Be Fixed. He Will Also Contact Maintenance If Anything Needs To Be Done. There Will Be A 

$5,000 Fee For Him To Do The Initial Audit On All The Buildings Then It Will Be $12,000 A 

Year. County Judge Newsom Spoke And Stated It Will Be $1,000 A Month Starting In June. 

Contact Can be Renewed Yearly. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.8) 
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BUDGET AMENDMENTS AND LINE ITEM TRANSFERS 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Barker, seconded by Commissioner Anglin and carried 

unanimously, To Approve Budget Amendments And Line Item Transfers. Auditor Shannah 

Aulsbrook Spoke And Stated There Is A Budget Amendment For Precinct 1. They Received The 

Proceeds From The Bank For The Lease Of Equipment Of $64,860 Which Will Be Moved From 

The Revenue Line Into The Equipment Line To Take Care Of The Purchase. Precinct 1 Also 

Received A Donation From Jack & JoAnne Neal Of $3,000 For CR 1168 Which Will Be Moved 

From The Donation Line To Road Building Line. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part 

Hereof. (Ex.9) 

 

BILLS, REVENUES AND EXPENSES PAYROLL AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

All Bills, Revenue, Expenses, Payroll And Financial Statements, On File In The Office 

Of The County Clerk Were Approved, Upon Motion By Commissioner Price, Seconded By 

Commissioner Bartley, And Carried Unanimously.  

 

 

GRANTS 

 

 NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

 

DONATIONS 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Barker, seconded by Commissioner Anglin and carried 

unanimously, To Consider Accepting Donations. Auditor Shannah Aulsbrook Spoke And Stated 

Jack & JoAnne Neal Donated $3,000 For CR 1168 To Precinct 1. Sheriff Lewis Tatum Spoke 

And Stated The Sheriff’s Office Received A Donation From Hunt County Of 6 10ft. Stainless 

Steel Tables And 24 Bunks Which Will Make 48 Beds. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A 

Part Hereof. (Ex.10) 

 

CONTRACTS 

 

i) COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A CHAPTER 381 AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN HOPKINS COUNTY AND BRIGHT ARROW SOLAR, LLC 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Price, seconded by Commissioner Barker and carried 

unanimously, To Consider And Approve A Chapter 381 Agreement Between Hopkins County 

And Bright Arrow Solar, LLC. Roger Feagley Spoke And Stated This Is A Resolution For The 

County Judge To Enter Into An Agreement With Bright Arrow. It Will Be Located Off Hwy 11 

And Is A 275 Million Dollar Project And $360,000 Will Be The Yearly Income To The County. 

Chad Spoke And Stated His Concerns With The Negotiation And Wanted To Know If The 

County Could Have Received More Money. Roger Answered Stating What Was Offered By 

Bright Arrow Is Industry Standard For Most Places And Counties. A Copy Is Attached Hereto 

And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.11) 
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ii) COURT TO MAKE A MATTER OF RECORD THE PAYMENT OF THE FIXED 

LICENSE FEE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DECEMBER 1, 2020 AGRICULTURAL 

LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN HOPKINS COUNTY AND THE CITY OF 

SULPHUR SPRINGS 

  

 Commissioner Greg Anglin Spoke And Stated This Is An Annual Lease Out In The Coal 

Mine For Sand To Help With County Roads. The Lease Is $2 A Year. A Copy Is Attached 

Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.12) 

 

iii) COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A LEASE AGREEMENT COMMUNITY 

INTERNET PROVIDERS, LLC AND HOPKINS COUNTY 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Anglin, seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously, To Consider And Approve A Lease Agreement With Community Internet 

Providers, LLC And Hopkins County. Marshal Endsley Spoke And Stated During The Past Year 

They Realized Hopkins County Is Lacking In Rural Internet. He Stated The Communication 

Towers Are Usually For Emergency Services Only. CIP Will Pay The County A $500 Fee 

Monthly Fee Per Tower To Help With Internet Coverage Throughout The County. The Tower In 

North Hopkins Will Reach Out At Least 5 Miles And The Tower In The Coal Mine Will Reach 

Out 5 Miles In All Directions. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.13) 

 

PERSONNEL MATTERS 

 NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

DISPOSAL OF ASSETS 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Bartley, seconded by Commissioner Price and carried 

unanimously, To Consider Disposal Of Asset Request. Commissioner Wade Bartley Spoke And 

Stated They Replaced An Old cattle Guard With A New One And Will Probably Sale The Old 

One At Parker Auction At The End Of The Month. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

i) COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE RESOLUTION-OPPOSITION TO 

SENATE BILL 234/HOUSE BILL 749 

 

 Upon motion by County Judge Newsom, seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously, To Consider And Approve The Resolution-Opposition To Senate Bill 234/House 

Bill 749. Senate Bill 234 And House Bill 749 Would Prohibit County Funds From Being Used 

To Join And Support Non-Profit County Associations That Provide Collective Communication 

To State Legislators. The Commissioners And Judge Are Expressing Their Opposition In This. 

A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.14) 
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ii)COURT TO CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION REGARDING THE APPOINTMENT 

OF TWO MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE NORTHEAST 

TEXAS HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Price, seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously, To Consider And Take Action Regarding The Appointment Of Two Members Of 

The Board Of Directors Of The Northeast Texas Housing Finance Corporation. The Corporation 

Provides Low Cost Housing Occasionally. Northeast Texas Finance Corporation Wants Judge 

Newsom To Serve On The Board And Judge Newsom Recommended Jason Cunningham To 

Serve With Him. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.15)  

 

   

 

 

THE COURT TO ADJOURN 

There being no further business to come before the Court, upon motion by Commissioner 

Anglin, seconded by Commissioner Barker and carried unanimously, the meeting was 

ADJOURNED AT 9:55 A.M.  

 

MINUTES APPROVED MAY 6, 2021: 

                           

  

___________________________________                                                                                                                           

      County Judge 

                                                                          

____________________________________ 

      Commissioner #1 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Commissioner #2 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Commissioner #3 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Commissioner #4 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

County Clerk and Ex-Officio Clerk 

Of the Commissioners’ Court of Hopkins County, Texas 
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