
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

STATE OF TEXAS                                          §  

  

COUNTY OF HOPKINS                   § 

 

 

 BE IT REMEMBERED on the 22nd, day of FEBRUARY 2021, there was conducted a 

REGULAR MEETING Public Meeting of the Honorable Commissioners’ Court of Hopkins 

County, Texas, on the 1st Floor, Commissioners’ Courtroom, in the Courthouse, 118 Church 

Street, City of Sulphur Springs, Texas, for the purpose of transacting any and all business that 

may lawfully be brought before the same.  

      

THE COURT MET AT:   PRESENT: 

 

           9:04 A.M.                    ROBERT NEWSOM_   ___________     

      COUNTY JUDGE 

       

       MICKEY BARKER                       __ 

      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 1 

 

      GREG ANGLIN  ________________ 

      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 2 

 

      WADE BARTLEY              _  ______ 

      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 3 

       

      JOE PRICE     __________________ 

      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 4 

 

 

      STACY RAGAN ___   ___DEPUTY_ 

      COUNTY CLERK  

 

      ABSENT: 

       _________________ ______       _____  

                                                                     

        

 

 

The meeting was called to order by County Judge Robert Newsom. Marshall Andy 

Endsley offered an invocation and County Judge Newsom lead the court and audience in reciting 

the Pledge of Allegiance to The American Flag & Texas Flag.  

                                                                                                             

The Court considered the following matters as posted and filed for Record in the  

Office of the County Clerk on FEBRUARY 18, 2021 at 11:51 A.M. County Judge Newsom 

Declared A Quorum With All Members Being Present.   
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 

i) APPROVE PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

 

 NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

County Judge Newsom Wanted The Record To Reflect That The Court House And All County 

Buildings Were Closed For The Last 1 Week Due To Snow, Ice And Temperatures Down To 

Near Zero. He Also Stated The Civic Center, Emergency Responders, Fire Department, 

Volunteer Fire Department And All Volunteers Worked Hard During That Week. 

 

 

ii) APPROVAL OF UTILITY EASEMENTS, BURIAL OF TELEPHONE CABLES AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF WATER DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES: 

 

a) THE COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A REQUEST FROM FARMERS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRICAL POWER 

DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES WHICH WILL CROSS COUNTY ROAD 2301 WHICH 

IS LOCATED 302 FEET SOUTH OF CR 2304 IN PRECINCT 2 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Anglin seconded by Commissioner Price and carried 

unanimously. To Consider And Approve A Request From Farmers Electric Cooperative, Inc. To 

Construct Electrical Power Distribution Facilities Which Will Cross County Road 2301 Which Is 

Located 302 Feet South Of CR 2304 In Precinct 2. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part 

Hereof. (Ex.1) 

 

b) THE COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A REQUEST FROM FARMERS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRICAL POWER 

DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES WHICH WILL CROSS COUNTY ROAD 4804 WHICH 

IS LOCATED 4000 FEET NORTHEAST FROM CR 4745 IN PRECINCT 4 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Anglin seconded by Commissioner Price and carried 

unanimously. To Consider And Approve A Request From Farmers Electric Cooperative, Inc. To 

Construct Electrical Power Distribution Facilities Which Will Cross County Road 4804 Which Is 

Located 4000 Feet Northeast From CR 4745 In Precinct 4. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And 

Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.2) 
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c) THE COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A REQUEST FROM FARMERS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRICAL POWER 

DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES WHICH WILL CROSS COUNTY ROAD 4747 WHICH 

IS LOCATED 0.3 MILES SOUTH OF FM 71 IN PRECINCT 4 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Anglin seconded by Commissioner Price and carried 

unanimously. To Consider And Approve A Request From Farmers Electric Cooperative, Inc. To 

Construct Electrical Power Distribution Facilities Which Will Cross County Road 4747 Which Is 

Located 0.3 Miles South Of FM 71 In Precinct 4. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part 

Hereof. (Ex.3) 

   

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

 

 County Judge Newsom Spoke And Stated The Court Has Declared Hopkins County A 

Local Disaster Due To The Weather That Affected The City Of Sulphur Springs, The County & 

Other Cities Including Tira, Como & Cumby. County Judge Newsom And Secretary Donna 

Goins Put Together A Declaration And Judge Newsom Read It Into The Record. A Copy Is 

Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.4) 

 

 

OTHER COUNTY BUSINESS 

 

i) COURT TO MAKE A MATTER OF RECORD FOR THE FULL EXEMPTION 

RACIAL PROFILING REPORT FOR JOHN BEADLE, HOPKINS COUNTY 

CONSTABLE, PRECINCT 2. 

 

 Court To Make A Matter Of Record For The Full Exemption Racial Profiling Report For 

John Beadle, Hopkins County Constable, Precinct 2. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A 

Part Hereof (Ex.5)  

 

ii) COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A REQUEST FOR REFUND ON 

PROPERTY TAXES PURSUANT PROPERTY TAX CODE 31.11 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Bartley, seconded by Commissioner Price and carried 

unanimously, This Item Was TABLED.  
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iii) COURT TO RECOGNIZE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE-PRECINCT 1 JUDGE BJ 

TEER FOR SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING THE DEATH INVESTIGATION 

TRAINING BASICS COURSE PRESENTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 

DAKOTA SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES HELD MAY 22, 2020 

ALONG WITH THE SPOTTER TRAINGING PROGRAM PRESENTED BY THE 

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE FORT WORTH/DALLAS, TEXAS HELD 

JANUARY 27, 2021 

 

 The Court To Recognize Justice Of The Peace-Precinct 1 Judge BJ Teer For Successfully 

Completing The Death investigation Training Basics Course Presented By The University Of 

North Dakota School Of Medicine And health Sciences Held May 22, 2020 Along With The 

Spotter Training Program Presented By The National Weather Service Fort Worth/Dallas, Texas 

Held January 27, 2021. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.6) 

 

iv) MONTHLY REPORTS FROM COUNTY OFFICES 

 

The Monthly Reports From The Following Offices Were Reviewed By The Court And 

Recorded In The Minutes: Constable, Precinct #1, Constable, Precinct #2, District Clerk, 

Extension Office, JP#1, JP#2, Sheriff, Tax Office, And Treasurer.  A Copy Is Attached Hereto 

And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.7) 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS AND LINE ITEM TRANSFERS 

 

 NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

BILLS, REVENUES AND EXPENSES PAYROLL AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

Auditor Shannah Aulsbrook Spoke And Stated Bills Are Not Being Approved Today Due 

To Being Closed Last Week And Having No Time To Check Them. She Asked That The Court 

Schedule A Special Court Next Week So The Bills Can Be Paid. Payroll Was Approved, Upon 

Motion By Commissioner Anglin, Seconded By Commissioner Price, And Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

 

GRANTS 

 

 NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

 

DONATIONS 

 

 NO ACTION TAKEN 
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CONTRACTS 

 

i) COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE DRAFT OF AN ADVANCE FUNDING 

AGREEMENT FOR BRIDGE REPLACEMENT OR REHABILITATION OF THE 

STATE SYSTEM 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Barker, seconded by Commissioner Bartley and carried 

unanimously, To Approve The Draft Of An Advance Funding Agreement For Bridge 

Replacement Or Rehabilitation Of The State System. County Judge Robert Newsom Spoke And 

Stated Sid Newman Has Been Working With The Court On This Matter And Asked That The 

Draft Be Passed. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex. 8) 

 

PERSONNEL MATTERS 

 NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

DISPOSAL OF ASSETS 

 

 NO ACTION TAKEN  

 

 

RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

i) RESOLUTION-COURT TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A RESOLUTION TO 

PERFORM AUTHORIZED EQUIVALENT MATCH PROJECTS (EMP) IN RETURN 

FOR WAIVER OF THE LOCAL MATCH FUND PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENT 

 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Barker, seconded by Commissioner Anglin and carried 

unanimously, To Consider And Approve A Resolution To Perform Authorized Equivalent Match 

Projects (EMP) In Return For Waiver Of The Local Match Fund Participation Requirement. 

Commissioner Mickey Barker Spoke And Stated The EMP Will Help Pay The Funds For The 

Repairs For The Portion Of 1180 That Was Approved Through TxDot. Any Drainage Projects 

The City Had In Motion Would Count Towards The EMP Matching Fund. Hopkins County 

Portion Was Going To Be About $50,000. Due To What Commissioner Mickey Barker, Marc 

Maxwell And The City Of Sulphur Springs Submitted $117,000 Which Puts Us Well Over Our 

Matching Portion. A Copy Is Attached Hereto And Made A Part Hereof. (Ex.9) 

 

  

Beth Wisenbaker Spoke And Stated She Filed A Summary Of Disaster In Hopes That 

Our County Will Be Added To The List Of Disaster Counties For The State So We Can Get 

More Assistance.  

Commissioner Mickey Barker Spoke And Stated He Wants To Include The Hours The 

Employees Worked Clearing Roads For TxDot To Be Added To The FEMA Paperwork. 
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Marc Maxwell Spoke And Stated There Are Multiple Leaks In North Hopkins And The 

Water Supply Corporation Is In Denial By Stating That There Are No Leaks. He Stated He Is 

Ready To Turn On The Water So Leaks Can Be Searched For, But He Wants A Plan Put Into 

Place Prior To Doing So. He Wants The Issues To Get Fixed So Bigger Issues Don’t Arise. He 

Wants The Commissioners To Research And See What They Can Do about The Situation. 

Commissioner Joe Price Spoke And Stated He Called Mr. Jordan And Spoke To Him 

About The Issues In North Hopkins And That He Has Employees Ready To Help If Needed. 

County Judge Newsom Spoke And Addressed Marshall Andy Endsley And Tanner 

Crump With The Suggestion To Get Volunteers To Help Look For Leaks. 

Edgar Clements With North Hopkins Water Supply Corporation Spoke And Stated 

Himself And 3 Employees Have Been Out All Last Week “Driving The Roads” And Searching 

For Leaks On Their Main Lines And Haven’t Found Any Yet. He Stated The Fire Department 

And The Sheriff’s Office Came Out And Helped Look For Leaks Some Last Week.  

Commissioner Mickey Barker Spoke Again And Stated We Need To have A Plan In 

Place And Asked Edgar Clements What The Commissioners Can Do To Assist. 

James Jordan With The City Of Sulphur Springs Spoke And Stated The Neighbors In 

North Hopkins Need To Assist One Another And That The Main Break Might Be Through 

Peoples Houses Or In Abandon Houses And That The Community Needs To Check Their 

Meters And The Meters Around Them To Make Sure They Aren’t Spinning Non-Stop. 

Michael Pickens, Spokesman For Save Dike From Solar, Spoke And Stated He Received 

A Quote On February 16th From Governor Greg Abbott That The Wind And Solar Sources Shut 

Down Because Of The Weather And Collectively Was More Than 10% Of The Power Grid And 

In Result Texas Was Lacking In Power In A Statewide Basis. He Also Stated Johana Hatton Is 

The Lead Attorney For Save Dike From Solar And Is Located In Houston Tx. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE COURT TO ADJOURN 

There being no further business to come before the Court, upon motion by Commissioner 

Bartley, seconded by Commissioner Price and carried unanimously, the meeting was 

ADJOURNED AT 9:49 A.M.  

 

MINUTES APPROVED MARCH 8, 2021: 

                           

  

___________________________________                                                                                                                           

      County Judge 

                                                                          

____________________________________ 

      Commissioner #1 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Commissioner #2 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Commissioner #3 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Commissioner #4 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

County Clerk and Ex-Officio Clerk 

Of the Commissioners’ Court of Hopkins County, Texas 
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